Non-Statutory Rates to 1601

shall measure the walls new and old, and those which
ought to be new erected. And the same measuring
should be done by one and the same perch, to wit, of
twenty foots. And afterwards the same jurors upon
their oaths also by the same perch shall measure by
acres all the lands and tenements which are subject
to danger within the same marsh: which measurings
being done, the twenty-four by the commonalty first
elected and sworn, having respect to the quantity of
the walls, lands, and tenements which are subject to
peril, by their oath shall ordain how much appertaineth
to every one to uphold and repair the same walls. So
that for the portion of acres of lands lying subject to
danger there be assigned to every one his portion of
perches by certain bounds."x If any man neglected
to repair the portion assigned to him, the common
bailiff might do the work, and charge him with double
the cost. Where land was held in common by
partners, a portion of sea-wall was to be assigned to
these partners in common. No suggestion is made
that the quality or value of the acres as well as their
number ought to be taken into account, but an ordi-
nance issued by Lovetot and Apulderfield in 1287,
extending the laws of Romney Marsh westwards into
Sussex, speaks of the walls being apportioned among
individuals according to the extent and value of their
acres (juxtci portionem acrariim suarum et valorem
earundem).2 I do not think that the mere fact that
the sea-walls themselves, instead of the money cost of
maintaining them, were apportioned among the men of
the marsh ought to prevent us from regarding this as

1   The Charter of Romney Marsh, Latin and English, 1686, p. 12,

2  Ibid., pp. 49, 50.